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paragraph (b)(2) of this AD) must be returned
to the factory for adjustment or replacement.

(c) For the Model PA–46–350P airplanes,
upon accumulating 250 hours TIS on the
currently installed turbine inlet temperature
probe or within the next 100 hours TIS after
the effective date of this AD, whichever
occurs later, and thereafter at intervals not to
exceed 250 hours TIS; replace the part
number 481–392 turbine inlet temperature

probe with a new one of the same part
number.

(d) For the operators of the airplanes
presented in paragraphs (d)(1) and (d)(2) of
this AD, within the next 100 hours TIS after
the effective date of this AD, incorporate the
emergency operation procedures specified in
paragraph (e) of this AD for when a turbine
inlet temperature system failure occurs while
in-flight by inserting a copy of this AD into

the applicable Pilots’ Operating Handbook/
Airplane Flight Manual (AFM/POH):

(1) For all operators of the Model PA–46–
310P airplanes; and

(2) For those operators of the Model PA–
46–350P airplanes that do not have the
applicable POH revision incorporated as
follows:

POH Revision/date Affected serial numbers

VB–1332 ................................. 16/November 14, 1997 .......................................................... 4622001 through 4622200.
VB–1609 ................................. 1/November 21, 1997 ............................................................ 463001 through 4636020.
VB–1602 ................................. 1/November 28, 1997 ............................................................ 4636021 through 4636131.
VB–1446 ................................. New/December 3, 1997 ......................................................... all serial numbers beginning with 4636132.

(e) The following are emergency operation
procedures for when a turbine inlet
temperature system failure occurs while in-
flight:

(1) For Model PA–46–310P airplanes:
(i) If the turbine inlet temperature

indication fails during takeoff, climb,
descent, or landing, maintain FULL RICH
mixture to assure adequate fuel flow for
engine cooling.

(ii) If the turbine inlet temperature
indication fails after cruise power has been
set, maintain cruise power setting and lean
to 6 gallons per hour (GPH) fuel flow above
that specified in the Power Setting Table in
Section 5 of the AFM/POH. Continually
monitor engine cylinder head and oil
temperatures to avoid exceeding temperature
limits.

(2) For Model PA–46–350P airplanes:
(i) If the turbine inlet temperature

indication fails during takeoff, climb, descent
or landing, set power per the POH Section 5
Power Setting Table and then lean to the
approximate POH Power Setting Table fuel
flow plus 4 GPH.

(ii) If the turbine inlet temperature
indication fails after cruise power has been
set, maintain the power setting and increase
indicated fuel flow by 1 GPH. Continually
monitor engine cylinder head and oil
temperatures to avoid exceeding temperature
limits.

(f) Inserting a copy of this AD into the
applicable POH/AFM as required by
paragraph (d) of this AD may be performed
by the owner/operator holding at least a
private pilot certificate as authorized by
section 43.7 of the Federal Aviation
Regulations (14 CFR 43.7), and must be
entered into the aircraft records showing
compliance with paragraph (d) of this AD in
accordance with section 43.9 of the Federal
Aviation Regulations (14 CFR 43.9).

(g) Special flight permits may be issued in
accordance with sections 21.197 and 21.199
of the Federal Aviation Regulations (14 CFR
21.197 and 21.199) to operate the airplane to
a location where the requirements of this AD
can be accomplished.

(h) An alternative method of compliance or
adjustment of the initial or repetitive
compliance times that provides an equivalent
level of safety may be approved by the
Manager, Atlanta Aircraft Certification Office
(ACO), One Crown Center, 1895 Phoenix
Boulevard, Suite 450, Atlanta, Georgia 30349.

The request shall be forwarded through an
appropriate FAA Maintenance Inspector,
who may add comments and then send it to
the Manager, Atlanta ACO.

Note 3: Information concerning the
existence of approved alternative methods of
compliance with this AD, if any, may be
obtained from the Atlanta ACO.

(i) All persons affected by this directive
may obtain copies of the document referred
to herein upon request to The New Piper
Aircraft, Inc., Customer Services, 2926 Piper
Drive, Vero Beach, Florida 32960; or may
examine this document at the FAA, Central
Region, Office of the Regional Counsel, Room
1558, 601 E. 12th Street, Kansas City,
Missouri 64106.

Issued in Kansas City, Missouri, on March
12, 1999.
Michael Gallagher,
Manager, Small Airplane Directorate, Aircraft
Certification Service.
[FR Doc. 99–6975 Filed 3–22–99; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: This document proposes the
adoption of a new airworthiness
directive (AD) that is applicable to
McDonnell Douglas Helicopter Systems
(MDHS) Model 600N helicopters. This
proposal would require applying serial
numbers to several life-limited
components related to pitch control and
removing and replacing the components
according to new life-limits. This
proposal is prompted by fatigue tests

that indicate a need for shorter service
lives for these components. The actions
specified by the proposed AD are
intended to prevent failure of the
collective pitch control tubes, collective
stick housings, and collective pitch tube
assemblies, which can cause loss of
collective pitch control, and subsequent
loss of control of the helicopter.
DATES: Comments must be received by
May 24, 1999.
ADDRESSES: Submit comments in
triplicate to the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), Office of the
Regional Counsel, Southwest Region,
Attention: Rules Docket No. 98–SW–16–
AD, 2601 Meacham Blvd., Room 663,
Fort Worth, Texas 76137. Comments
may be inspected at this location
between 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, except Federal
holidays.

The service information referenced in
the proposed rule may be obtained from
McDonnell Douglas Helicopter Systems,
Technical Publications, Bldg. 530/B11,
5000 E. McDowell Road, Mesa, Arizona
85205–9797. This information may be
examined at the FAA, Office of the
Regional Counsel, Southwest Region,
2601 Meacham Blvd., Room 663, Fort
Worth, Texas.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Frederick A. Guerin, Aerospace
Engineer, Airframe Branch, Los Angeles
Aircraft Certification Office, 3960
Paramount Blvd., Lakewood, California
90712, telephone (562) 627–5232, fax
(562) 627–5210.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Comments Invited

Interested persons are invited to
participate in the making of the
proposed rule by submitting such
written data, views, or arguments as
they may desire. Communications
should identify the Rules Docket
number and be submitted in triplicate to
the address specified above. All
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communications received on or before
the closing date for comments, specified
above, will be considered before taking
action on the proposed rule. The
proposals contained in this notice may
be changed in light of the comments
received.

Comments are specifically invited on
the overall regulatory, economic,
environmental, and energy aspects of
the proposed rule. All comments
submitted will be available, both before
and after the closing date for comments,
in the Rules Docket for examination by
interested persons. A report
summarizing each FAA-public contact
concerned with the substance of this
proposal will be filed in the Rules
Docket.

Commenters wishing the FAA to
acknowledge receipt of their comments
submitted in response to this notice

must submit a self-addressed, stamped
postcard on which the following
statement is made: ‘‘Comments to
Docket No. 98–SW–16–AD.’’ The
postcard will be date stamped and
returned to the commenter.

Availability of NPRMs
Any person may obtain a copy of this

NPRM by submitting a request to the
FAA, Office of the Regional Counsel,
Southwest Region, Attention: Rules
Docket No. 98–SW–16–AD, 2601
Meacham Blvd., Room 663, Fort Worth,
Texas 76137.

Discussion
This document proposes the adoption

of a new AD that is applicable to MDHS
Model 600N helicopters. This proposal
would require three actions: (1)
applying serial numbers to the

collective pitch control tubes, part
number’s (P/N’s) 369A7348 and
369H7809, and collective stick
housings, P/N’s 369A7347 and
369A7820; (2) adding the co-pilot
collective pitch control tube, P/N
369A7809, to the Airworthiness
Limitations section, Component
Mandatory Replacement Schedule
(CMRS), of the maintenance manual;
and (3) reducing the service lives from
those stated in the Airworthiness
Limitations section, CMRS, of the pilot
collective pitch control tube, P/N
369A7348, collective stick housings, P/
N’s 369A7347, 369A7820, and
369H7837, and collective pitch tube
assemblies, P/N’s 369H7354–3 and
369H7838–3. The following table shows
the current life-limits and the proposed
life-limits.

P/N Component

Proposed life-
limit (hours

time-in-serv-
ice)

Current life-
limit (hours

time-in-serv-
ice)

369A7347 ............... Housing, collective stick ....................................................................................................... 450 Unlimited
369A7348 ............... Tube, collective pitch control ................................................................................................ 400 Unlimited
369H7354–3 ........... Tube assembly, collective pitch (pilot) ................................................................................. 600 1,500
369A7809 ............... Tube, collective pitch (co-pilot) ............................................................................................ 1,800 Not Deter-

mined
369A7820 ............... Housing, collective stick ....................................................................................................... 450 Unlimited
369H7837 ............... Housing, collective stick ....................................................................................................... 450 Unlimited
369H7838–3 ........... Tube assembly, collective pitch (co-pilot) ............................................................................ 1,000 1,500

This proposal is prompted by fatigue
tests that indicate a need for shorter
service lives for these components. The
actions specified by the proposed AD
are intended to prevent failure of the
collective pitch control tubes, collective
stick housings, and collective pitch tube
assemblies, which can cause loss of
collective pitch control, and subsequent
loss of control of the helicopter.

The FAA has reviewed McDonnell
Douglas Helicopter Systems Service
Bulletin SB600N–009, dated February
24, 1998, that lists the service numbers
to be applied to the four components for
the listed aircraft serial numbers.

Since an unsafe condition has been
identified that is likely to exist or
develop on other MDHS Model 600N
helicopters of the same type design, the
proposed AD would require applying
serial numbers to several life-limited
components related to pitch control and
removing and replacing several
components according to new life-
limits. The actions would be required to
be accomplished in accordance with the
service bulletin described previously.

The FAA estimates that 16 helicopters
of U.S. registry would be affected by this
proposed AD, that it would take
approximately 0.5 work hour per

helicopter to apply the serial numbers,
and that the average labor rate is $60 per
work hour. Based on these figures, the
total cost impact of the proposed AD on
U.S. operators is estimated to be $480.

The regulations proposed herein
would not have substantial direct effects
on the States, on the relationship
between the national government and
the States, or on the distribution of
power and responsibilities among the
various levels of government. Therefore,
in accordance with Executive Order
12612, it is determined that this
proposal would not have sufficient
federalism implications to warrant the
preparation of a Federalism Assessment.

For the reasons discussed above, I
certify that this proposed regulation (1)
is not a ‘‘significant regulatory action’’
under Executive Order 12866; (2) is not
a ‘‘significant rule’’ under the DOT
Regulatory Policies and Procedures (44
FR 11034, February 26, 1979); and (3) if
promulgated, will not have a significant
economic impact, positive or negative,
on a substantial number of small entities
under the criteria of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act. A copy of the draft
regulatory evaluation prepared for this
action is contained in the Rules Docket.
A copy of it may be obtained by

contacting the Rules Docket at the
location provided under the caption
ADDRESSES.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 39
Air transportation, Aircraft, Aviation

safety, Safety.

The Proposed Amendment
Accordingly, pursuant to the

authority delegated to me by the
Administrator, the Federal Aviation
Administration proposes to amend part
39 of the Federal Aviation Regulations
(14 CFR part 39) as follows:

PART 39—AIRWORTHINESS
DIRECTIVES

1. The authority citation for part 39
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701.

§ 39.13 [Amended]
2. Section 39.13 is amended by

adding a new airworthiness directive to
read as follows:
McDonnell Douglas Helicopter Systems:

Docket No. 98–SW–16–AD.
Applicability: Model 600N helicopters,

certificated in any category.
Note 1: This AD applies to each helicopter

identified in the preceding applicability
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provision, regardless of whether it has been
otherwise modified, altered, or repaired in
the area subject to the requirements of this
AD. For helicopters that have been modified,
altered, or repaired so that the performance
of the requirements of this AD is affected, the
owner/operator must request approval for an
alternative method of compliance in
accordance with paragraph (e) of this AD.
The request should include an assessment of
the effect of the modification, alteration, or
repair on the unsafe condition addressed by
this AD; and, if the unsafe condition has not

been eliminated, the request should include
specific proposed actions to address it.

Compliance: Required as indicated, unless
accomplished previously.

To prevent failure of the collective pitch
control tubes, collective stick housings, and
collective pitch tube assemblies, loss of
collective pitch control, and subsequent loss
of control of the helicopter, accomplish the
following:

(a) On or before reaching 400 hours time-
in-service (TIS), apply the serial number (S/

N) listed in McDonnell Douglas Helicopter
System Service Bulletin No. 600N–009, dated
February 24, 1998 (SB), to the two collective
stick housings, P/N’s 369A7347 and
369A7820; the pilot collective pitch control
tube, P/N 369A7348; and the co-pilot
collective pitch control tube, P/N 369A7809,
in the most visible spot for the specified
aircraft S/N.

(b) Remove and replace the following flight
control components according to the stated
life-limits:

P/N Component Life-Limit
(hours TIS)

1369A7347 ............. Housing, collective stick .................................................................................................................................. 450
369A7348 ............... Tube, collective pitch control (pilot) ................................................................................................................ 400
369H7354–3 .......... Tube assembly, collective pitch (pilot) ............................................................................................................ 600
369A7809 ............... Tube, collective pitch control (co-pilot) ........................................................................................................... 1,800
369A7820 ............... Housing, collective stick .................................................................................................................................. 450
369H7837 .............. Housing, collective stick .................................................................................................................................. 450
369H7838–3 .......... Tube assembly, collective pitch (co-pilot) ....................................................................................................... 1,000

(c) Create a component history card or
equivalent record in the helicopter log and
record the helicopter TIS at installation for
each of the components listed in paragraph
(b) of this AD.

(d) This AD revises the Airworthiness
Limitations Section of the maintenance
manual by reducing the life-limits of the pilot
collective pitch control tube, the collective
stick housings, and the collective pitch tube
assemblies, and adding the co-pilot collective
pitch control tube to the Airworthiness
Limitations section, Component Mandatory
Replacement Schedule.

(e) An alternative method of compliance or
adjustment of the compliance time that
provides an acceptable level of safety may be
used if approved by the Manager, Los
Angeles Aircraft Certification Office, FAA.
Operators shall submit their requests through
an FAA Principal Maintenance Inspector,
who may concur or comment and then send
it to the Manager, Los Angeles Aircraft
Certification Office.

Note 2: Information concerning the
existence of approved alternative methods of
compliance with this AD, if any, may be
obtained from the Los Angeles Aircraft
Certification Office.

(f) Special flight permits may be issued in
accordance with sections 21.197 and 21.199
of the Federal Aviation Regulations (14 CFR
21.197 and 21.199) to operate the helicopter
to a location where the requirements of this
AD can be accomplished.

Issued in Fort Worth, Texas, on March 16,
1999.

Eric Bries,

Acting Manager, Rotorcraft Directorate,
Aircraft Certification Service.

[FR Doc. 99–7025 Filed 3–22–99; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: This notice proposes to
amend Class E airspace at Thomson,
GA. The Cedar Nondirectional Radio
Beacon (NDB) has been established 4.49
miles west of Runway (RWY) 10 at the
Thomson-McDuffie County Airport,
from which a NDB RWY 10 Standard
Instrument Approach Procedure (SIAP)
will be developed. As a result,
additional controlled airspace extending
upward from 700 feet Above Ground
Level (AGL) is needed to accommodate
the SIAP and for Instrument Flight
Rules (IFR) operations at Thomson-
McDuffie County Airport. An extension
via the 276 degree bearing from the
Cedar NDB for the NDB RWY 10 SIAP
will be necessary. The length of the
Class E airspace extension west of the
NDB will be 7 miles, and the width of
the airspace extension will be 7 miles.
DATES: Comments must be received on
or before April 22, 1999.
ADDRESSES: Send comments on the
proposal in triplicate to: Federal
Aviation Administration, Docket No.
99–ASO–4, Manager, Airspace Branch,
ASO–520, P.O. Box 20636, Atlanta,
Georgia 30320.

The official docket may be examined
in the Office of the Regional Counsel for

Southern Region, Room 550, 1701
Columbia Avenue, College Park, Georgia
30337, telephone (404) 305–5627.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Nancy B. Shelton, Manager, Airspace
Branch, Air Traffic Division, Federal
Aviation Administration, P.O. Box
20636, Atlanta, Georgia 30320;
telephone (404) 305–5627.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Comments Invited

Interested parties are invited to
participate in this proposed rulemaking
by submitting such written data, views
or arguments as they may desire.
Comments that provide the factual basis
supporting the views and suggestions
presented are particularly helpful in
developing reasoned regulatory
decisions on the proposal. Comments
are specifically invited on the overall
regulatory, aeronautical, economic,
environmental, and energy-related
aspects of the proposal.
Communications should identify the
airspace docket number and be
submitted in triplicate to the address
listed above. Comments wishing the
FAA to acknowledge receipt of their
comments on this notice must submit
with those comments a self-addressed,
stamped postcard on which the
following statement is made:
‘‘Comments to Airspace Docket No. 99–
ASO–4.’’ The postcard will be date/time
stamped and returned to the
commenter. All communications
received before the specified closing
date for comments will be considered
before taking action on the proposed
rule. The proposal contained in this
notice may be changed in light of the
comments received. All comments
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